Clinical significance of cytokine measurement for detection of meningitis.
Levels of interleukin-6 and tumor necrosis factor alpha were measured in cerebrospinal fluids from patients with meningitis. Interleukin-6 was increased in aseptic and bacterial meningitis, whereas tumor necrosis factor alpha was increased only in bacterial meningitis. We concluded that measurement of cytokines in cerebrospinal fluid may be useful for the rapid diagnosis of meningitis.